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The decision on what price tag
to put on a painting, says Virani,
is hers and based on the child’s
age and materials used and "is
not a reflection on the talent or
capability of the child.” Hence, a

11” x 8” crayon on paper by sev-
en-year-old Karan of an eagle
carrying a bigfish is priced at Re

© 600. Another 12" x 12" oil on can-
vas of blocks and titled Shapes
by nine-year-old Tisha bears a
tag of Rs 1200.

As a mother, Virani is all too
aware of parents’ pride in what-
ever their children draw “But

Though children learn to draw
before they can write, parents rarely
encourage them to continue.
+ Now, gallery owner Shivani Virani
wants to help young.talent bloogl
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‘teac}n me atout art,’
and its new rends.”

Mini Pant Zachariah
Mumbai

HE - MARKETING
hoopla around Moth-
er's Day, is in full
swing, but that's not
the reason Shivani Vi-

rani is recalling how her mother
nurtured her artistic talent.

Virani, now a mother or two, and
the owner of Artistree, a cosy
art gallery tucked away in a
small bylan2 in Prabhadevi, re-
members, “My mother spotted
my painting talent early. But 20
years ago, ttere were hardly any
art schools n Srinagar where I
and my three sisters grew up.
However, my mother managed to
find a Britis1 artist who was liv-
ing on a shikara and got hes to

i

Thanks to that training, Vi-
rani pursued a career in art and

. then, six years' ago, set up

Artistree. Two months ago she

¢

DIFFERENT STROKES:
Owner of Artistree art
gallery Shivani Virani (left)
with some of the paintings
she has received from
children — a crayon on pa-
per by Karan , 7, (top), and
Shapes, an oil on canvas
by nine-year-old Tisha
{above).

_ance, can bloom mto artisf
. says Virani.

Though Virani buys. and sells
art through Artistree, she is

started what has been her dream  against reducing art to a mere
project — showcas- commercial com-
ing the art of talent- Maybe, oneday,  modity, “Children
ed children. oneofthese |  should get into it
“A child learns to children will grow ap ~ not for the jioney
draw with a crayon g pe a great artist but for the dove of
before she learns to and re: ber that it - € says,
write but most of us “ ‘and so heé kept the
tend to push her to. Was Artistreé that children's
wards the pen 8aV¥ "‘er!?““’ n
rather than the cray- —platform’ a7 (Ilir Rs2,500.
on. And very often ildren’s" paint-
we look at what a SHVANT VAN ’ ings are'put up on
child has drawn or Oufen Aristreeart the website of
painted, utter a few e / Artistree  ghllery
words of encourage- f www.artistreein-
ment and then brush the work ::?{J “Children these days
away But some of thes&emldra:!( very net savvy It gives them

a,grcreatjxeanq,;i‘&n‘the“ great confidence to see thelr

7 they _have in plenty"

cartoon characters or copies of
other works are a strict no-no.
I'm looking for creativity and
originality in children and that
she re-

marks,

And to inculcate the habit of
giving and sharing in children,
one half of the proceeds from
sales goes to the child artist and
the other half to a charity, The
Foundation, run by actor Rahul
Bose.

Though the figures rnax swrn
paltry in comparison to contem-

i porary Indian art prices, Prachi

Mittal, one of the directors of The
' Foundation notes, “Every rupee
goes into supporting The Founda-
tion's works — like the education

. of six tsunami-affected children

from the Andaman Nicobar Is-
lands in the prestigious Rishi Val-

* ley school in Andhra Pradesh.”

Virani zeroed in on The Founda-
tion after other children's
charites dragged their feet about
partnering in the project.
Besides, each child who sends
his painting to be sold gets a cer-

+ tifieate and each buyer a certifi-

cate for income tax exemption.
Virani makes it a point to frame
the children’s works before she
eouriers them to the buyers.
Though she started the Chil-
‘ dren’s Corher, as she calls the
section o children’s art in her
gallery website, just two months
ago, chiliren or more aptly their
parents have been sending in
their vorks from all parts of the
count like Delhi, Lucknow, Ban-
galoe and Chennai. And going
by #ie works that Virani has al-

an art seems promising,

So what does Virani gain fromn
itall? That she can spot talent in
children that may go unnoticed,
she says. “Maybe, one day, one of
these children will grow up to be
a great artist,” she says, “and re-
member that it was Artistree
that gave them the platfnrrn.
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